
Colyton Primary Academy 
Our Curriculum – Our Learning

Intent:

At Colyton Primary Academy, we encourage the children to see themselves as artists and believe 
that the art curriculum should challenge and stimulate their creativity, inventiveness and 
imagination. Our art curriculum provides a clear and comprehensive scheme of work that shows 
the progression of skills across the key stages within the strands of the National Curriculum as 
well as equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own 
works of art.

We aim to provide an inspiring, practical art curriculum that builds on the children’s early creative 
experiences and natural desire to express themselves. Through our teaching, we intend to give all 
children opportunities to explore and investigate colour, texture, form and pattern through a range 
of materials. They will develop the knowledge, key skills and techniques needed to create artwork in 
a range of different forms including sketching, painting, sculpting, printing and working with digital 
media. Children will revisit the skills over time, building on their knowledge and understanding and 
will record their journey in a sketchbook. The children will learn about and be inspired by artists, 
craft makers and architects from a variety of backgrounds and reflect on the impact of art and 
artists on culture and history. To enrich the curriculum we provide opportunities for children to 
meet and work with artists we are studying.

Across the school, children will be taught to assess and evaluate their own work. They will be 
able to reflect on, refine and take pride in their work, as well as being able to recognise their own 
and others progress. Children with additional needs will be supported to engage in all areas of the 
art curriculum through differentiated questioning, pre-teaching of key vocabulary, adapted work or 
additional time. To ensure an inclusive learning environment for all, where all children can be 
artists.

Being an Artist:

At Colyton we support children in their vision of being an artist by encouraging them to talk like 
an artist in key stage 1 and 2. In planning and during lessons children are given the opportunities 
to expand their learning and belief in their art skills through metacognition and oracy opportunities 
to analyse, compare, create and evaluate art like an artist.

In EYFS they follow the Development Matters and Early Learning goals within Expressive Art and 
Design which we have personified as becoming a ‘Dynamic Designer’. The children work towards 
their goals and act and speak like a Dazzling designer whilst practising their skills and in 
discussion.



National Curriculum KS1 AND KS2

Aims
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:
produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences
become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 
techniques
evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design
know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 
historical and cultural development of their art forms

Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught:
• to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
• to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination
• to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space
• about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, 

describing the differences
• and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making 

links to their own work.

Key stage 2 Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their 
control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an 
increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.

Pupils should be taught:
• to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to 

review and revisit ideas
• to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, 
pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]

• about great artists, architects and designers in history.



EYFS:

ELG & Development Matters:

Art within Early Years – Expressive Arts and Design

Before children start with us they experience we expect them to have exposure to……both 
at home and within the Nursery setting. 
Within the Nursery setting they have opportunities provided through continuous provision 
to express themselves as artists, be creative and use their imagination. 

Expressive Arts and Design is delivered in Nursery with a focus on:
•Imagination and Creativity
•Self-expression
•Communicating through arts

Reception 

In the EYFS at Colyton planning and provision is guided by the Educational Programme 
for Expressive Arts and Design (EAD):

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination 
and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the 
arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The 
quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing 
their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the 
arts. 

The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress 
in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 

The endpoint for EYFS is the Early Learning Goal for Expressive Arts and Design

Creating with Materials:
We want children to:
•Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function 
•Share their creations, explaining the process they have used
•Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.
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EYFS: Curriculum Goals at Colyton
The Colyton Curriculum Our EYFS Colyton curriculum takes the ELG & Development matters to 
create a highly ambitious and bespoke curriculum with a focus on developing high language 
skills and for children to become competent readers, writers and mathematicians. Art at Colyton
begins here, in the EYFS. Children are ‘Dazzling Designers’ and develop the key skills they will need 
to meet their goals.

To be successful Artists they also master skills by being a ‘Talented Tool User’ ‘Independent 
Individual’ and ‘Confident Communicator’.
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EYFS ART AND DESIGN CURRICULUM



Van Gogh
Frida Kahlo
Lauren Pearce

Year

1/2 A

x
Year

5/6 A

Year

5/6 B

Cave Paintings
Blek Le rat
Banksy

Year

3/4 B

Year

3/4 A

Year

1/2 B

Claude Monet
Henri Matisse
Alice Bulmer (Local)

William Morris 
Shelia Hicks
Tammy Kanat

Beate Kuhn
Noriko Kuresumi
Elaine Bolt

John Macallan Swan
Brett Whitley
Catherine Raynor

Georgia O’Keefe
Hilma AF Klint
Anita Nowinska (Local)

Alaa Awad
Ancient Egyptian Artists

Alex Vick (Local)
Van Gogh
Pierre August Renoir

Laurence Lowry
Clare Caulfiled
Architects

Ancient Greek/ Roman
artists 
Augusta Savage
Edmonia Lewis

Henri Rousseau
Jane Tomlinson
John Dyer

Henry Moore 
Bill Brandt
Albert Giacometti

Roy Litchtenstien
Andy Warhol
Jean Michel Basquait

David Hockney
Hokusai 

Nicole Burt (Local)

Anne Atkins
Annie Morris
Bayeux Tapestry

Leonardo Da Vinci
Rembrandt
June Leaf
Edgar Degas

Autumn Spring Summer

Alex Boon
Anna Brewster
Angela Harding

DRAWING- HUMAN FORMTEXTILES – SEWING SHELLSLINO PRINTING / PAINTING 
LANDSCAPES

DRAWING/ ILLUSTRATION
BRITISH WIDLIFE/ NATURE

PAINTING POP ART PORTRAITSDRAWING/ SCULPTURE – WIRE 
AND MODROC

PAINTING- RAINFORESTSSCULPTURE -CLAY BUSTS SCULPTURE -CLAY BUSTS 

DRAWING/PAINTING/
TYPOGRAPHY- LANDSCAPESSCULPTURE - EGYPTIANS

DRAWING CAVE DRAWING AND 
GRAFFITI

SCULPTURE – 3D CLAY TILESWEAVING –TEXTILE ARTPAINTING/ COLLAGE-
SEASONAL COLLAGES

PAINTING/ DRAWING 
PORTRAITS DRAWING/ILLUSTRATION-

ANIMALS
SCULPTURE/ PAINTING-

WIRE FLOWERS
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Personal Development
At Colyton we enhance the national curriculum for our students and make our curriculum unique. We do this through 
looking at influential people, developing character, citizenship, SMSC, equality, diversity, confidence & resilience, 
wellbeing, e-safety, RSE, transitions and British Values within the units of learning that the children study.

In art we do this predominately through studying various artists. These have been chosen specifically with a focus on 
local artists, more well known artists and artists from BAME groups. 

Autumn Spring Summer
Reception Picasso

Keith Haring
Orla Kiely

Ana Serrano
Yvonne Coomber
Wassily Kandinsky

Nick Park –
Wallace and 
Gromit
Cathy Harrison
Megan Coyle

Year 1 Claude Monet
Henri Matisse
Alice Bulmer 
(Local)

William Morris 
Shelia Hicks
Tammy Kanat

Beate Kuhn
Noriko Kuresumi
Elaine Bolt

Year 2 Van Gogh
Frida Kahlo
Lauren Pearce

John Macallan 
Swan
Brett Whitley
Catherine Raynor

Georgia O’Keefe
Hilma AF Klint
Anita Nowinska
(Local)

Year 3/4 A Cave Paintings
Blek Le rat
Banksy

Alaa Awad
Ancient Egyptian 
Artists

Alex Vick (Local)
Van Gogh
Pierre August 
Renoir

Year 3/4 B Architects
John Nash 
Sir Christopher 
Wren
Charles Barry
Renzo Piano
Norman Foster

Artists
Laurence Lowry
Clare Caulfiled

Alexandros of 
Antioch
Ancient Greek/ 
Roman 

Augusta Savage
Edmonia Lewis

Henri Rousseau
Jane Tomlinson
John Dyer

Year 5/6 A Henry Moore 
Bill Brandt
Albert Giacometti

Roy Lichtenstein
Andy Warhol
Jean Michel 
Basquait

Alex Boon (Local)
Anna Brewster 
(Local)
Angela Harding

Year 5/6 B David Hockney
Hokusai 
Nicole Burt (Local)

Anne Atkins
Annie Morris 
Bayeux Tapestry

Leonardo Da Vinci
Rembrandt
June Leaf
Edgar Degas
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Lesson Design (including use of sketch books):

Implementation –

The Colyton Primary long term programme and progression plan for art is based on the curriculum 
provided by Access Art and Gomersal Primary. Access Art is a creative community to support visual 
arts teaching & learning. They provide ideas and resources which have been created by artist-
educators to offer a rich art education for pupils. It is up to class teachers to assess on an 
individual or school basis if the resources or tasks might best be adapted to suit the needs of 
specific classes, and they are encouraged to discuss this with the art subject leader to ensure the 
integrity of the progression plan is not affected. 

Sequences of learning will include focused time for children to generate ideas, including through 
learning about the work of different artists. These artists are chosen to reflect artistic movements over 
time and across the world. 

The use of sketchbooks will be integrated in our teaching of art and within this, teachers should feel 
able to model sketchbook use alongside pupils and let pupils discover and share for themselves. As 
they move through the school, art teaching should enable pupils to build confidence in their own 
ideas. Within the making phase of a sequence, teachers will balance time to carefully model a 
technique, with plenty of time for pupils to enjoy open-ended exploration, and project-based learning. 
They should also have the confidence to celebrate places where pupils diverge from the task (as 
being signs that they are owning their learning). Lessons will be designed to enable children to 
develop their evaluation skills, of their own work, of the work of their classmates and the work of 
professional artists. We will try to ensure that evaluation activities take place throughout projects, 
rather than just at the end, so that they benefit and shape the creative process.

Investigate
Investigate different artists, craft makers, designers and architects compare and contrast their work. 
Raise questions from their work and use it to inspire their own ideas and work. Connect this 
understanding to history of art, genres of art, culture and society. Make links to personal 
development and enrichment where appropriate. 

Experiment
Try out different techniques, media and styles use materials to practice and try creating with 
attention to the key areas of colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. Reflect on 
experiments thinking about likes, dislikes, success, improvements and link back to artists.

Plan
Plan their own work, reflect on their decisions and influences, let children follow their own ideas 
and inspiration and avoid being overly prescriptive about what a final piece should look like. 
Practice any key skills or ideas further to improve technique.

Make
Have time to be fully immersed in their final piece. Use all the skills they have practiced.

Evaluate
Reflect on the process, their final piece and how they feel about it. Encourage deep thinking and 
analysis of both their own work and how they have taken inspiration from others.
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Impact:

Our approach to assessing the impact of our art curriculum is in line with the Access Art belief: 
“Creativity is a fragile process that is hard to measure and assess and should always be nurtured 
and supported”. Teachers should consider assessment as a holistic practice, which takes place 
during every art lesson through conversation with pupils. 

To support teachers, the following age-appropriate questions are offered:

Year 1: 

• Tell me about what you are making 

• What might you do next? 

• Tell me about what you have made

Year 2:

• Tell me about that you are making 

• What might you do next? 

• Which materials might you use? 

• What have you discovered? 

• Tell me about what you have made 

• What would you like to explore more of?

Year 3/4: 

• Tell me about that you are making and what 

inspired you 

• What might you do next? 

• Tell me about the materials and techniques you are 

using 

• What have you discovered?

• How do you feel about the end result? 

• What kinds of problems did you encounter and how 

did you get round them? 

• Tell me about things you really liked or enjoyed 

• What would you like to explore more of?

Year 5/6: 

• Tell me about that you are making and what 

inspired you 

• What might you do next? 

• Tell me about the materials and techniques you are 

using 

• What have you discovered? 

• How do you feel about the end result? 

• What kinds of problems did you encounter and how 

did you get round them? 

• Tell me about things you really liked or enjoyed 

• What is the potential of what you have done? 
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