Colyton Primary Academy Newsletter
20th March 2026

Spring Term 2




Happy Comic Relief Day!

This week has been a great week - mainly because the sun is shining! With this comes a few
problems; sun hats and sun cream to protect our children and namless jumpers. The
children get so warm running around in the sun so they take off their jumpers and if there is
no name then it is tricky to return it to you. This week we have had about 8 new lost
jumpers to our ever growing lost property mountain. PLEASE NAME YOUR CLOTHES!

It was great to visit the church this week and meet with Father Steven. He talked to us all
about lent, Easter and the Anglo-Saxon cross. The children were also given the opportunity
to ask him some questions and some of them were pretty deep!

Attendance

| regularly see lots of attendance letters, blurbs, posters and announcements at other
schools and on social media trying to encourage families to have good attendance.

Here are our numbers as of 13th March 2026:

Average attendance 95.7% and our target is 96.5% (we are 6th out of 29 schools) so not far
to go! Persistent Absentees (below 90%) - 12 children (target, ideally we want 5 or less!)

So as you can see we are really close to being amazing! What | need from you is that
children are in school, on time and not having the 'odd day' here and there for holidays and
iliness that can be managed in school.



If we could have the next two weeks of some excellent attendance from everyone then this
would be a win!! Thank you.

Forest School:

Mrs Derryman has now almost completed her forest school training and is hastily
completing risk assessments and her essays so that she can pass the course to start our
forest school groups again.

She has been in school today and will be working on this next Thursday afternoon and Friday
to also clear the area at the top following such a stormy, wet winter. If you have ANY time to
donate to help her on these days then she would love it!

We also need some volunteers to help us build a wood store and a saw horse as well as lots
of donations of wood ready to make fires. If this could be you then please contact Mrs
Derryman asap!

Next Week:

On Friday there is a non-uniform in exchange for Easter eggs and chocolate. Please
remember to bring your donations in on the day. This is for the following week's Easter Egg
Tombola and money raised goes to Biff's Battle and FAFA - two amazing things to give to. You
can always donate more than one egg too.

Parent Rep:

As part of the First Federation Trust we have a parent representative on our Hub Board.
Currently, we have one, the amazing Mr Makemson but it is a lonely job for him and we
would love a second one! The best bit about this role is that you get to come in and visit the
school with myself or other staff and have an in depth perspective on what happens. You
need to then feed some of this back at hub meetings. You get to meet other parents from
other schools and sometimes even visit them. So if you are super keen to do this then please
talk to me, Mr Makemson (year 2 parent) or ask Mr Foster in the office for the details of our
Trust lead on this.

Finally, have a super weekend and use the time to begin planning your Easter Egg and
Bonnet competition entries for the following week - | know they are always so egg-
straordinary!

Mrs Mills



Celebration Award Winners

Elm: Caleb & Jackson for Confidence

Oak: Daisy for Commitement

Maple: Loki for Confidence & Emersyn for Commitment

Ash: Sky & Alice for Commitment

Willow: Thalia & Aria for Commitment

Beech: All of Year 6 - for Commitment

Pride of Colyton: Maddie, Brooklyn, Florence & Alesha




Important Dates

Monday 23rd March - 29th March

FAFA Auction of Promises goes live 23rd - 29th March
Friday 27th March

Non Uniform Day in exchange for Easter Chocolates
Monday 30th March

Easter Egg Tombola

Tuesday 31st March

Year 3/4 Play at School 2pm

Wednesday 1st April

Easter Service at Colyton Church

Thursday 2nd April

Decorate an Egg or Easter Bonnet Competition
Tuesday 2nd April

Last Day of Term

This weeks Words and Big Question

Big Question:



School Notices

* ARBOR:

We are still be using Parent Pay for Lunches and Trips.

e School Dinners:
Booked on Parent Pay

These need to be booked by Sunday for the following week you can book all they way up to
the end of term if you wish too. The cost of these is £2.70 per meal for paying parents.

PGL Residential 2026

The remaining balance is now on Parent Pay.

Year 4 Escot

This trip is now available on Parent Pay

e Free School Meals:

Find out if your child is eligible for Free School Meals! Apply through the Devon Citizens
Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant
decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019.

e Attendance:

If you are unsure if your child should be in school then visit this website Is my child too ill for
school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or check the school website for information School Attendance

| Colyton Primary Academy This also covers holiday during term time.



https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/

Remember, your child must be on time for school - this means arriving BEFORE 8.50am not
at this time. Lots of children are having late marks. Also, if you take a holiday during term
time but tell the school that your child is ill then we can and will still issue a fine.

Children are very honest and they often tell us when you have been away. If we have reason
to believe that you are on a holiday then our policy now states that we must follow the
protocol for fining.

¢ Nut & Sesame Free School:
A reminder we are a nut free school, this includes Tree Nuts, Peanuts and Sesame.

When bringing a packed lunch or snacks into school please ensure there is no food foods
containing nuts or sesame such as Nutella or other hazelnut spread, Pesto, Humus, and
Peanut Butter

Thank you for your understanding.



Upcoming Events and Information
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EDUCATION

PRICES:
STANDARD DAY - £24 B STANDARD- 8:30AM - 3:30PM

2026 Dates: SEATON PRIMARY SCHOOL
MONDAY 13™ APRIL VALLEY VIEW

TUESDAY 14™ APRIL SEATON
EX12 2HF

BOOKING LINK - https://www.primary-sports.co.uk/events/2026/04/13/seaton-primary-
school-easter-holiday-camps-2026 i

More Information: james@primary-sports.co.uk / 07415293798



Family Hub Advice &
Guidance Line, 0800
5385458

Mon-Fri 10am—4pm

The Ambassador Volunteer Programme

Supporting Families with SEND Devon Info
Advice and

for Special Educotional

NLIF

County Council



Little Ninjas

Our Little Ninjas Kickboxing program is more than
just a class; it's a dynamic adventure for children
aged3to7.

blend professional instruction with
exhilarating, age-appropriate activities to
cultivate not just physical prowess, but also vital
life skills. Our mission is to emtpower your child,
building a robust foundation for their confidence,
discipline, and overall well-being.

THE KEY BENEFITS:

« Enhanced Motor Skills  « Fosters Problem
+ Boosted Confidence & Solving

R

LITtIe Ninjas -7 vears

Self-Esteem « Fosters Resilience &

« Cultivated Discipline & Perseverance
Respect + Stranger danger

« Foundational Self- « Emotional Regulation
Defence « Develops Goal-Setting

» Positive Energy Outlet Habits
« Sharpened Focus & « Provides a Structured

Concentration & Safe Environment
» Promotes Physical « Drug awareness
Fitness « Anti bullying

« Develops Social Skills

Juniors s

Is your child ready for an activity that's exciting,
challenging, and builds lifelong skills? Our Junior
Kickboxing program for ages 7-13 is specifically
designed to provide a dynamic environment
where children thrive, both physically and
mentally, while learning invaluable lessons in
respect, confidence, and how to stand strong
against bullying and essential life skills. .

We go beyond just kicks and punches, focusing on
comprehensive development that instills positive
character traits and practical self-defence.

Adults mmm—

Tired of mundane workouts? Ready for a fitness
journey that profoundly imgacts every facet

of your life? Our Adult Kickboxing program for
ages 13+ offers an exhilarating, supportive, and
transformative experience designed for anyone
seeking to build streng:’;.tmastef new skills, and
unlock their absolute self.

THE KEY BENEFITS:

GREAT CLASSES
FOR ALLAGES AND ABLITIES

DARCHMARTIAL ARTS e e
CALL: 07976 268135 Rtk SO e
www.darchmartialarts.co.uk e oratie ot & ot biaamicat

Darch martial arts & Self-Belief
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 1230pm FREE CRAFT WORKSHOP 388
- PETER RABBIT 2 (PG

heehivehoniton.couk
Box Office: 01404 384050
Dowell Streéct, Honlton, EX14 1L2

‘Wonderland' by Theatrix Arts
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Experiance the best in 50ap bubble entertainment, |
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Book online: beehivehoniton.co.uk or Call 01404 384050
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KILMINGTON KANTER

SATURDAY 25™ APRIL
6PM
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