
 

 

Colyton Primary Academy Newsletter 
6th March 2026 

Spring Term 2 



 

 

Happy International Women's Day and Grizzly weekend! 

Everyone looked amazing this week for World Book Day - so many imaginative and inventive 

costumes to really celebrate reading. In school we watched a LIVE assembly all about World 

Book Day, took part in lots of little activities and listened to the teachers read their different 

books. What a great day we had.  

Next week we move from our love of reading to our love of science! It is our annual science 

fair on Wednesday. This is held in our school hall again this year. Please bring all your 

amazing scientific and engineering inventions and experiments to the school hall on 

Wednesday morning to be set up. Then throughout the morning, children and yourselves 

will be able to come and see them. We can't wait! 

Lunches:  

Polite request from teachers and the office staff. This week over 15 children had not ordered 

a school lunch. We always make sure a child has some lunch however the time it takes for 

the children to check their bags for a packed lunch, checking the numbers does take time 

and also adds time to the office calculations. Dinner numbers must be rung through each 

morning by 9.30 at the latest. Please can you make sure you have ordered your child's lunch 

for next week and even the remainder of the term - you can block book! If your child does 

not have a lunch then they will automatically be given the main for that day.  

Time Keeping:  



Last week attendance was great and so many of you returned from the break with excellent 

intentions of getting to school on time. This week has slipped. Children MUST be in school by 

8.50am AT THE LATEST.   

You must also ring the office to let us know if your child is not in. If your child is not in school 

and we can not contact you or your emergency contact by 10am then we will have to 

telephone the police and conduct a welfare check.  

SEND White Paper: 

You may have seen in the news this week that the Government have released their details 

regarding their plans for changes to the SEND system via a white paper. The white paper sets 

out how the government plans for children with special educational needs and disabilities to 

get help earlier, more consistently, and much closer to home, by making support clearer, 

speeding up assessments, improving teacher training, and ensuring every area follows the 

same national standards. Phase One is named 'Investment and building new system' and is 

planned to take place between now and 2028. Further clarity and updates will be available 

in time. 

Here is a useful info graphic to help you understand some of the changes.  

Have a lovely weekend in the spring sunshine, Mrs Mills  

Please click  SEND | Colyton Primary Academy to see two information sheets from the 

Department for Education (DfE) for parents. These sheets include DfE timescales for the 

changes. If, once you have read the documents, you have questions, please ask. 

Celebration Award Winners 

 

https://colyton-primary-academy.secure-primarysite.net/send/


Elm: Louise & Leonora 

Oak:  George & Ashley for Commitment 

Maple: Theo & Edison Commitment 

Ash: Ottie & Edith for Commitment 

Willow: Jess & Maddie for Commitment 

Beech: Diggory & Cody for Commitment 

Pride of Colyton: Herbie & Ziggi 

Important Dates 

 

Monday 9th March  

Bikeability Year 5  

Wednesday 11th March 

School Science Fair (plan an investigation to share with the school and community) In the 

School Hall 

Thursday 19th March 

Year 3 Bake Sale 

Friday 20th March  



Non uniform day/Pyjamas for Comic relief 

Monday 23rd March - 29th March 

FAFA Auction of Promises goes live 23rd - 29th March 

Thursday 26th March 

Year 4 Maths Workshop - Please give consent on Parent Pay 

Friday 27th March 

Non Uniform Day in exchange for Easter Chocolates 

Monday 30th March 

Easter Egg Tombola 

Tuesday 31st March  

Year 3/4 Play at School 2pm 

Wednesday 1st April  

Easter Service at Colyton Church 

Thursday 2nd April 

Decorate an Egg or Easter Bonnet Competition 

Tuesday 2nd April  

Last Day of Term 

This weeks Words and Big Question 

 

Big Question: Who is your favourite author? 



School Notices 

 

• Bikeability please can year 5 parents sign up as soon as possible, link in the letter 

sent home 

• ARBOR: 

We are still be using Parent Pay for Lunches and Trips. 

 

• School Dinners:   

Booked on Parent Pay 

These need to be booked by Sunday for the following week you can book all they way up to 

the end of term if you wish too. The cost of these is £2.70 per meal for paying parents. 

 

PGL Residential 2026 

The remaining balance is now on Parent Pay.  

 

• Free School Meals: 

Find out if your child is eligible for Free School Meals! Apply through the Devon Citizens 

Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant 

decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 

• Attendance:  

If you are unsure if your child should be in school  then visit this website Is my child too ill for 

school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or check the school website for information School Attendance 

| Colyton Primary Academy This also covers holiday during term time. 

Remember, your child must be on time for school - this means arriving BEFORE 8.50am not 

at this time. Lots of children are having late marks. Also, if you take a holiday during term 

time but tell the school that your child is ill then we can and will still issue a fine.  

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/


Children are very honest and they often tell us when you have been away. If we have reason 

to believe that you are on a holiday then our policy now states that we must follow the 

protocol for fining.  

 

• Nut & Sesame Free School: 

A reminder we are a nut free school, this includes Tree Nuts, Peanuts and Sesame. 

When bringing a packed lunch or snacks  into school please ensure there is no food foods 

containing nuts or sesame such as Nutella or other hazelnut spread, Pesto, Humus, and 

Peanut Butter 

Thank you for your understanding. 



Upcoming Events and Information 
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