
 

 

Colyton Primary Academy Newsletter 
13th February 2026 

Spring Term 2 



 

Happy Half Term everyone and Happy Valentine's Day to all you love birds for tomorrow! 

Thank you so much to everyone who attended our 'Join Us!' event this week. We hope you 

enjoyed thinking of things we are grateful for and the focus on our mental health as well as 

helping to cut out some complex leaves in some cases!  

  

It has been so wonderful to celebrate Children's Mental Health week this week too. Each day 

a selection of children have been part of the 'kindness crew'! They have loved spreading kind 

behaviour and have even asked if it can carry on after the holiday.  

Mental health is as important as physical health. If you need some help or are worried about 

this for yourself or your child, please talk to us - we only want to help.  

  

You should this week have signed up for parents evening which is in the first week back after 

half term as well as for the new round of clubs starting up! 

  

Attendance and Lateness:  

Over the last couple of weeks our attendance has dropped. This is due to some genuine 

illness (myself included!) but is mainly being caused by lateness. If your child arrives after 

9am this is recorded as Late but if it is after 9.10am then this is logged as an unauthorised 

absence.  



We know that the children are very tired at this time of year but I'm afraid they do need to 

be in school on time. When this is a one off event we can of course be sympathetic. When 

we reach a threshold of unauthorised absences though then we can also ask for medical 

evidence of absence or it can count towards a fine.  

  

We would rather avoid all of this so after the holiday could you kindly help by making sure 

your child is in school before the gates close at 8.50am.  

Your class teacher will discuss your child's attendance with you at parents evening.  

  

Medicines:  

Please can I remind you that if your child needs medication then you must complete a 

medicines form for this in the office. We are permitted to only give medicines prescribed by 

the doctor with your child's name on it. We are able to give calpol but this can not be for an 

extended duration without the guidance of a doctor. Thank you for your help and 

understanding with this.  

  

As mentioned last week the next half term will be a busy one so do get all the diary dates on 

now so you are ready for all of the fun!!  

  

Shrove Tuesday at the Church 

Children and families are warmly invited to our Shrove Tuesday activity morning at St 

Andrew's, Colyton.  

Join us at 10am as we kick off with a short talk about the meaning of Shrove Tuesday, 

followed by a hymn and a prayer. Then the real fun begins. There will be toys for the toddlers, 

crafts and activities for older ones, where they can make masks, Mardi Gras decorations, and 

necklaces, there will also be some Lego building. There will be a piñata to break, a pancake 

tossing competition, and of course, plenty of pancakes to enjoy. At the end, we’ll come 

together to share our creations and close with a final prayer. 

It’s going to be a morning full of laughter, creativity, and community spirit – a perfect way for 

children and families to celebrate together. 

A few things to note: 

• Children should be accompanied by an adult at all times. 

• Wear clothes you don’t mind getting a little messy with crafts. 



• Let us know if you or your children have any dietary requirements. 

• Please tell us if you’re coming so we can make sure there are enough pancakes and 

activities for everyone. Office@holyford.org  

Don’t miss out on the fun – we can’t wait to see you there. 

If you have older children, or prefer evenings, we have our Mission Community Pancake 

Party at Musbury Village Hall at 7.30pm Tuesday evening---again, all welcome. Savoury and 

sweet pancake options, and a quiz.  

Founder’s Day (Scouting) and World Thinking Day (Girlguiding) on Monday 23rd February 

2026.  This is the first day back after half-term. 

 We are super excited to once again support our Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts or 

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides to wear their uniform to school on Monday 23rd February.   

 This is an international celebration honour the founders of both movements, and promote 

shared values such as friendship, kindness, teamwork and service to others.  Allowing young 

people to wear their uniform provides a meaningful opportunity to: 

 •  Celebrate their commitment to positive citizenship. 

 •  Build confidence and pride in their achievements. 

 •  Raise awareness of youth organisations and volunteering. 

 •  Encourage discussion about community, diversity and global friendship. 

 Scouting and Girlguiding play a vital role in supporting young people’s personal 

development, and it complements the learning that takes place in school.  We can't wait to 

see the children wearing this kit on the first day back!  

  

Finally, have a great week off, make sure you all rest as the children are exhausted! As always 

thank you for your help and support over the last half term. 

  

Mrs Mills  

mailto:Office@holyford.org


Celebration Award Winners 

 

Elm: Clemmy for Commitment &  Eva for Craftsmanship 

Oak: Immy for Communication  

Maple: Cosmo for Creativity & Tom for Confidence 

Ash: Ivy-Rose & Percy for Commitment 

Willow: Ruby for Confidence & Annabelle for Creativity 

Beech: Louis for Confidence & Emily for Collaboration  

 

Pride of Colyton: Noah & Summer 



Important Dates 

 

Monday 16th February 

HALF Term 

Monday 23rd February 

First Day back 

Monday 23rd February - Friday 27th February 

Take a Tale Week 

Monday 23rd February 

Scouting and Girlguiding Members can wear their uniforms to school. 

Tuesday 24th February 

Parents Evening - Booking available on Arbor 

Thursday 26th February 

Parents Evening- Booking available on Arbor 

Thursday 5th March 

World Book Day 

Friday 6th March 

International Women's Day 

Friday 6th March 

Join Us 

Friday 6th March - 15th March 



National Science & Engineering Week 

Monday 9th March  

Bikeability  

Name the Bear Competition 

 

This weeks Words and Big Question 

 

Big Question: With half term next week, what are your favourite things to do on a holiday? 



School Notices 

 

• Bikeability please can year 5 parents sign up as soon as possible, link in the letter 

sent home 

• ARBOR: 

We are still be using Parent Pay for Lunches and Trips. 

 

• School Dinners:   

Booked on Parent Pay 

These need to be booked by Sunday for the following week you can book all they way up to 

the end of term if you wish too. The cost of these is £2.70 per meal for paying parents. 

 

PGL Residential 2026 

Year 5 Parents please make sure the deposit is paid by the 30th January to secure your 

child's place for this Octobers residential. 

 

• Free School Meals: 

Find out if your child is eligible for Free School Meals! Apply through the Devon Citizens 

Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant 

decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 

• Attendance:  

If you are unsure if your child should be in school  then visit this website Is my child too ill for 

school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or check the school website for information School Attendance 

| Colyton Primary Academy This also covers holiday during term time. 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/


Remember, your child must be on time for school - this means arriving BEFORE 8.50am not 

at this time. Lots of children are having late marks. Also, if you take a holiday during term 

time but tell the school that your child is ill then we can and will still issue a fine.  

Children are very honest and they often tell us when you have been away. If we have reason 

to believe that you are on a holiday then our policy now states that we must follow the 

protocol for fining.  

 

• Nut & Sesame Free School: 

A reminder we are a nut free school, this includes Tree Nuts, Peanuts and Sesame. 

When bringing a packed lunch or snacks  into school please ensure there is no food foods 

containing nuts or sesame such as Nutella or other hazelnut spread, Pesto, Humus, and 

Peanut Butter 

Thank you for your understanding. 



Upcoming Events and Information 
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