
 

 

Colyton Primary Academy Newsletter 
30th January 2026 

Spring Term 



 

Well I am getting a bit fed up on commenting on the wet weather so let's just avoid that 

altogether!  

 

I will however say thank you for being such an awesome group of parents on Tuesday when 

we were forced to close some classes due to staff being stranded in the floods! It was such a 

hard call to make and one I hate to have to do. I am just glad that you were all safe and 

(relatively!) dry.  

 

Not much else has happened this week apart from more super learning. This time of year is 

always very quiet.  

 

Next week though it is the culmination of the TTRockstars competition and we end it with 

Rockstar/Number day on Friday. Remember come as a number theme or rock out with a 

rockstar look! All sorts of prizes will be given out on Friday. The best bit is we are seeing 

some amazing progress in times tables knowledge from some children. It is not too late! 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated cakes for the year ½ cake sale, it looked  like a huge 

success! The money used from these sales go directly to the class that raised the money so it 

is a win win.  



 

Parking and drop off in the morning has become a little difficult with the increase in 

construction traffic. I have spoken to the site manager of Maple Cross who is going to speak 

to the workforce and I have also logged this as a concern and to request some parking 

enforcement, especially in the mornings. Please can you also help by not parking on single 

yellow lines and avoiding driving close to the school as much as possible. If you can walk 

then please do!  

Have a great weekend,  

Mrs Mills  

 



Celebration Award Winners 

 

Elm:  Theo & Percy for Confidence, Caleb & Alistair for Commitment  

Oak: Ati for Confidence & Amber for Creativity 

Maple: Kieran and Tilly  

Ash: Arthur, Keagan and Molly for Commitment  

Willow: Bobby and Ruby for Commitment & Elliot and Jacob for Confidence 

Beech: Isla for Collaboration & Harris for Commitment  

Pride of Colyton: Iris, Harrison & Annabelle P 



Important Dates 

 

Tuesday 3rd February 

Year 1 & 2 Magdalen Farm Trip - please sign up on parent pay ASAP 

Thursday 5th February 

FAFA Meeting venue the Colcombe, @ 7.45pm 

Friday 6th February 

Flourish Friday 

Monday 9th February - Friday 13th February 

Children's Mental Health Week 

Wednesday 4th February 

PINS language development workshop from 9 - 11 Hosted by the speech and language team. 

Open to all Parents please do come along. 

Tuesday 10th February 

Preloved Uniform Sale after School  

Wednesday 11th February  

Join Us - 9am 

Friday 13th February 

Dress to Express 

Monday 16th February 

HALF Term 



Monday 23rd February 

First Day back 

Monday 23rd February - Friday 27th February 

Take a Tale Week 

This weeks Words and Big Question 

 

Big Question: Where does all the rain go after it falls to the ground?  

Autism and Us Programme Spring 2026 

Autism and Us’ Parent Programme (Spring Term 2026):   Autism and Us - Children, families 

and education  

Support for parents/carers resident within the DCC (Devon County Council) footprint of 

primary or secondary aged children (5-16) who are either on the neurodiversity 

assessment waiting list or who have received a diagnosis of autism.  

Autism & Us programme: 

• A single (4 part) programme will be offered this term, delivered by members of the 

Education, Quality & Inclusion Team at Devon County Council. 

• Future programmes and associated themed workshops are paused as we complete 

the redesign within the local authority Inclusion & learning teams, and additionally 

work in partnership with CFHD (Children & Families Health Devon) and PCFD (Parent 

Carer Forum Devon), to develop and deliver a new and holistic suite of new 

Neurodiversity themed topic workshops. 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/send-local-offer/understanding-send/communication-and-interaction/autism-and-us/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/send-local-offer/understanding-send/communication-and-interaction/autism-and-us/


• We continue to offer access for parents and carers of CYP (Children & Young People) 

who are currently on the neurodiversity assessment pathway, in addition to families 

of CYP who have received an autism diagnosis. 

• Attending the ‘Autism & Us’ parent programme gives you opportunity to develop 

your understanding of autism and look at practical solutions to managing and 

supporting your child’s presenting needs, whilst also connecting with other 

parents/carers. 

Testimonials: 

• As a member of school staff it been a pleasure to facilitate these sessions at our 

primary school. It has given parents a platform to connect, share experiences and 

learn together. Primary School - SENCo 

• It made me feel like I wasn't alone. I don't think I would have done it online at home 

but coming in for the sessions was supportive and informative and I met other 

parents going through the same thing. Primary School - Parent 

 Full programme details and application process below: Autism & Us programmes: 

• 4 weekly ‘live online’ sessions (approx. 2hrs each) related to the following 

topic/themes: 

Autism overview  Wed 4 Mar  -  10 – 12  

Sensory  Wed 11 Mar  -  10 – 12 

Communication Wed 18 Mar -  10 – 12 

Understanding and supporting behaviour  Wed 25 Mar -  10– 12 

 

Apply direct by email to: educationlearnersupport@devon.gov.uk to secure a place on 

either of the above programmes, or express your interest. We will confirm your booking 

request, and provide you with a direct link to the event.  

They will be delivered online ‘live’ via the Microsoft TEAMs platform. 

School Notices 

 

mailto:educationlearnersupport@devon.gov.uk


• Bikeability please can year 5 parents sign up as soon as possible, link in the letter 

sent home 

 

• Year 1 & 2 Trip to Magdalen Farm, please sign up on parent pay ASAP 

 

• ARBOR: 

We are still be using Parent Pay for Lunches and Trips. 

• School Dinners:   

Booked on Parent Pay 

These need to be booked by Sunday for the following week you can book all they way up to 

the end of term if you wish too. The cost of these is £2.70 per meal for paying parents. 

 

PGL Residential 2026 

Year 5 Parents please make sure the deposit is paid by the 30th January to secure your 

child's place for this Octobers residential. 

 

• Free School Meals: 

Find out if your child is eligible for Free School Meals! Apply through the Devon Citizens 

Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant 

decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 

• Attendance:  

If you are unsure if your child should be in school  then visit this website Is my child too ill for 

school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or check the school website for information School Attendance 

| Colyton Primary Academy This also covers holiday during term time. 

Remember, your child must be on time for school - this means arriving BEFORE 8.50am not 

at this time. Lots of children are having late marks. Also, if you take a holiday during term 

time but tell the school that your child is ill then we can and will still issue a fine.  

Children are very honest and they often tell us when you have been away. If we have reason 

to believe that you are on a holiday then our policy now states that we must follow the 

protocol for fining.  

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/


 

• Nut & Sesame Free School: 

A reminder we are a nut free school, this includes Tree Nuts, Peanuts and Sesame. 

When bringing a packed lunch or snacks  into school please ensure there is no food foods 

containing nuts or sesame such as Nutella or other hazelnut spread, Pesto, Humus, and 

Peanut Butter 

Thank you for your understanding. 



Upcoming Events and Information 
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