
 

 

Colyton Primary Academy Newsletter 
5th December 2025 

Autumn Term Week 13 



A word from Mrs. Mills 

 

Wow! December has hit with a Christmassy bang!  

 

This week's highlights...  

It was lovely to see some many of you on Wednesday evening at the Colyton Lights switch 

on. The choir sang absolutely brilliantly, well done to all of them and to Mrs Whitehorn for 

getting them prepped! The town was a buzz of people and what is always lovely is seeing 

previous students (even adult ones!) and having a good catch up.  

On Thursday Mrs Whitehorn and Mr Russell took the children to Axe Valley and then on to 

the Guild Hall for their Sing Your Heart Out event - it was fantastic as always! 

The rest of us had a fab time on Thursday afternoon getting well stuck in to the Christmas 

Craft! I hope that you all had as much fun as we did? Thank you to everyone who attended 

and helped out. Look out for some of the things at the Christmas Fair to buy.  

Thank you also for the chocolate donations in exchange for a Christmas jumper! There is 

loads ready for the chocolate tombola at the Christmas Fair NEXT FRIDAY after school.  

Next week at a glance...  

Next Friday 12th is the Reindeer Run during the day and then the Christmas Fair after school. 

Cake donations and helpers are very much needed please!! 



Next Friday is also Christmas Jumper day - again, this will be Christmas jumpers with school 

uniform. The following Friday is Christmas jumpers with non-uniform. I hope this clarifies 

things for the next few weeks. 

On Wednesday year 6 will be cooking their Christmas dinner (Mrs Evans will send some 

more info on that soon).  

On Thursday year 2 will be going to watch the Panto in Axminster. This is part of our 

Christmas Colyton Extras and very kindly paid for by FAFA each year.  

Attendance: 

I have some good news on attendance. Recently, we have been able to access reports from 

the DfE about our school attendance. Currently, compared to 21 other schools that are 

similar to us in Devon, we are ranked 11th. Not bad! Our attendance only needs to improve 

by 0.5% to move up this ladder. However, you know me, I would love for us to be higher than 

11th and be the champions of this!  

Some of our highlights are that our free school meal children have the highest attendance of 

all 21 schools (and in our Trust!), year 2 have the highest attendance of the 21 schools and 

we have the best attendance on a Friday!  

Areas we need to look at are in some other year groups and Wednesday, apparently this is 

our lowest attendance days. Help me come up with ideas to make Wednesday appealing!  

So I am asking for your help - in the next couple of weeks please make sure you are in school 

on time (as this counts in out attendance data) and that you are not taking any unnecessary 

time off. Of course if your child is very ill then they must rest but avoid holidays and last 

minute trips.  

We will have another one of these reports for the second half of the Autumn term and I will 

share those findings with you then too - wonder if Wednesday will improve? 

Thank you,  

Mrs Mills  



Celebration Award Winners 

 

Elm:  

Oak:  

Maple: 

Ash:  

Willow:  

Beech:  

Pride of Colyton:  



Important Dates 

 

Friday 12th December 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 12th December  

Reindeer Run  

Wednesday 17th December  

Christmas Dinner 

Wednesday 17th December 

Christingle Service (Meet at school 5.15 to walk to Church for a 6pm Start) 

Friday 19th December 

LAST DAY of Term. Christmas Non-Uniform £1 Donation to the FAFA 

Monday 22nd December - Friday 2nd January 

CHRISTMAS Holiday 

Monday 5th January  

INSET Day 

Tuesday 6th January 

First Day Back 



This weeks Words and Big Question 

 

Big Question: What would Christmas look like if it were invented today? 

School Notices 

 

• ARBOR: 

We will still be using Parent Pay for Lunches and Trips. 

• Flu Vaccinations 

A catch up session will be held on   12/12/2025 for the year 6's and anyone who missed 

out on the vaccinations. 

Please use the link emailed out to give consent. 

 

• School Dinners:   

Booked on Parent Pay 

These need to be booked by Sunday for the following week you can book all they way up to 

the end of term if you wish too. The cost of these is £2.70 per meal for paying parents. 

We are aware of an issue effecting Reception and Ks1 children where you were charged, this 

is being rectified over the next few weeks apologies for this.  



Please book Christmas Dinner as soon as you can as the caterers need numbers by the start 

of November. 

 

• Free School Meals: 

Find out if your child is eligible for Free School Meals! Apply through the Devon Citizens 

Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant 

decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 

• Attendance:  

If you are unsure if your child should be in school  then visit this website Is my child too ill for 

school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or check the school website for information School Attendance 

| Colyton Primary Academy This also covers holiday during term time. 

Remember, your child must be on time for school - this means arriving BEFORE 8.50am not 

at this time. Lots of children are having late marks. Also, if you take a holiday during term 

time but tell the school that your child is ill then we can and will still issue a fine.  

Children are very honest and they often tell us when you have been away. If we have reason 

to believe that you are on a holiday then our policy now states that we must follow the 

protocol for fining.  

 

• Nut & Sesame Free School: 

A reminder we are a nut free school, this includes Tree Nuts, Peanuts and Sesame. 

When bringing a packed lunch or snacks  into school please ensure there is no food foods 

containing nuts or sesame such as Nutella or other hazelnut spread, Pesto, Humus, and 

Peanut Butter 

Thank you for your understanding. 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/


Some handy information from about Festive Fire Safety 

 



Upcoming Events and Information 
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