
 

 

Colyton Primary Academy Newsletter 
21st November 2025 

Autumn Term Week 11 



A word from Mrs. Mills 

 

Happy Friday!  

Happy Friday - we are getting ever closer to December! Only one week of November 

left...and hasn't the weather shown us that! 

 

At the moment snow is like a distant memory for all of us. However, should it snow at any 

point this year then we may be forced to close the school. This is often because staff are not 

able to get to school or that there is a risk while they are at school that they can not get 

home. Many teachers live a distance away and are not able to travel and/or their child's 

school may be closed so they are faced with childcare issues. If we do close the school we 

will inform you via text message, school email (Arbor), school Facebook page and we will log 

this with Devon County Council. We also try to find a willing member of staff to post a note 

on the school gate also.  

 

This has been another great week of learning. The children in reception have been busy.... 

and in years 1 and 2 have been writing instructions about how to wash a woolly 

mammoth! Children in KS2 are continuing with their learning about earthquakes, volcanoes 

and tsunamis and in year 5 and 6 they pretended to be Darwin's finches to see how survival 

of the fittest worked in action!  

 



This week I attended a meeting that shared some great links around online game safety. 

With Christmas coming and children potentially having new electronic equipment this might 

be a useful link to help you navigate the online world safely! Keep Children Safe Online: 

Information, advice, support - Internet Matters 

 

Next week we have the year 3 and 4 reading workshop. This is a chance for you to come in 

and read with your child and snuggle up with a blanket, good book and cup of tea. This will 

be for both year groups in the hall.  

 

December the 4th sees the return of the Christmas Craft afternoon - we hope you will be 

able to join us for the afternoon for fun gluing, sticking and crafting galore! The year 4/5 

children will be out at the Sing your Heart Out event. Mrs Whitehorn will be in touch with 

you regarding this and about a time for you to come in and do some crafting if you wish. The 

children are also invited to wear their Christmas jumpers (with uniform!) for the craft 

afternoon too.  

Don't forget the Primary School Applications portal is open ...spread the word that we can't 

wait to meet the new intake of children and grow our lovely school. 

Also we have a Parent Carer Forum on Wednesday 10th December 9am - 10.30am. This is a 

relaxed and informal chance to meet with the Parent Forum Carer Devon team and explore 

the Four Cornerstone Approach and feedback about how that looks at our school so that we 

can keep doing great things and add more!  

Also, you will notice that the book suitcases have been refreshed and sent back out. Please 

enjoy these and send photos if you can!  

Have a super weekend, keep warm! Mrs Mills 

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/


Celebration Award Winners 

 

Elm: Ben V & Archie B for Commitment 

Maple: Primrose for Confidence & Amelie for Commitment 

Ash: Amelie & Aden for Commitment 

Willow: Mason for Commitment & Jacob for Communication 

Beech: Jonny for Communication & William for Confidence  

Pride of Colyton: Emersyn and Florence  



Important Dates 

 

November 24th - 30th 

UK Parliament Week 

Tuesday 18th November  

Parent Workshop Year 1 & 2  English - 9am 

Tuesday 25th November  

Parent Workshop Year 3 & 4 English - 9am 

Thursday 27th November 

Year 1 Cake Sale (Cake to Plate 

Tuesday 2nd December  

Parent Workshop Year 5 & 6 Maths - 9am 

Thursday 4th December  

Christmas Craft afternoon - Wear a Christmas Jumper 

Friday 12th December 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 12th December  

Reindeer Run  

Wednesday 17th December  

Christmas Dinner 

Wednesday 17th December 



Christingle Service (Meet at school 5.15 to walk to Church for a 6pm Start) 

Friday 19th December 

LAST DAY of Term. Christmas Non-Uniform £1 Donation to the FAFA 

Monday 22nd December - Friday 2nd January 

CHRISTMAS Holiday 

Monday 5th January  

INSET Day 

Tuesday 6th January 

First Day Back 

This weeks Words and Big Question 

 

Big Question: Why do we need numbers? 

School Notices 

 

• ARBOR: 

Clubs are now live for this half term on Arbor. Spaces are limited. If you are unable to book 

a slot this will mean the club is full.  



We will still be using Parent Pay for Lunches and Trips. 

Circus Skills Club - Parents who have returned the form to Miss Shoesmith will be emailed 

from Arbor to confirm dates and payment methods. 

 

• Parent Consents 

If you have not done so already please use this link to complete our annual consents 

Pupil Consent Form 

 

• Flu Vaccinations 

A catch up session will be held on   03/12/2025 for the year 6's and anyone who missed 

out on the vaccinations. 

Please use the link emailed out to give consent. 

 

• School Dinners:   

Booked on Parent Pay 

These need to be booked by Sunday for the following week you can book all they way up to 

the end of term if you wish too. The cost of these is £2.70 per meal for paying parents. 

We are aware of an issue effecting Reception and Ks1 children where you were charged, this 

is being rectified over the next few weeks apologies for this.  

Please book Christmas Dinner as soon as you can as the caterers need numbers by the start 

of November. 

 

• Free School Meals: 

Find out if your child is eligible for Free School Meals! Apply through the Devon Citizens 

Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant 

decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 

• Attendance:  

If you are unsure if your child should be in school  then visit this website Is my child too ill for 

school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or check the school website for information School Attendance 

| Colyton Primary Academy This also covers holiday during term time. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=223viscsJkeEFspJfQCj8VmiWRxkEh1GkVCS1ti1TWFUODNKQ0Y1NFVPRDRKMkRDWDdETDRPVUlYMS4u
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/
https://www.colytonprimary.org.uk/school-attendance/


Remember, your child must be on time for school - this means arriving BEFORE 8.50am not 

at this time. Lots of children are having late marks. Also, if you take a holiday during term 

time but tell the school that your child is ill then we can and will still issue a fine.  

Children are very honest and they often tell us when you have been away. If we have reason 

to believe that you are on a holiday then our policy now states that we must follow the 

protocol for fining.  

 

• Nut & Sesame Free School: 

A reminder we are a nut free school, this includes Tree Nuts, Peanuts and Sesame. 

When bringing a packed lunch or snacks  into school please ensure there is no food foods 

containing nuts or sesame such as Nutella or other hazelnut spread, Pesto, Humus, and 

Peanut Butter 

Thank you for your understanding. 



Willow Class went to the Grammar School for an amazing Art 

workshop 

 



 



 



 

 



 

Ever thought about joining the FAFA?  

Now you can via WhatsApp 

The FAFA team are using a new WhatsApp community.  

If you  would like to get involved or help here is the QR code or link to join. 

 



 



Upcoming Events and Information 
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